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SOCIETY DIARY

July Queen Elizabeth Grammar School Art Show. Fzallery
Saturdays 4, 11, 18 July Open House

Saturday 11 July Faversham Society stalls at Shelidiste
Saturday-Sunday 25-26 July Secret Gardens. 1B
Sunday 26 July. Outing to Great Dixter. Leavirigr® St. 10am

August lllustration, Animation Exhibition — Julia &ulf. Fleur
Gallery

Saturday — Monday 29 — 31 August Maps at the Mdlhart Mill
2.00-5.00pm

September Abbey School art show. Fleur Gallery

Sunday 27 September. Outing to Portsmouth Dockydreaving
Stone Street 8.30am

September Proposed outing to Hazebrouck

Saturday — Sunday 10-11 October Big Draw Weeke@Hart Mill
11.00am — 5.00pm

OPEN HOUSE

2009

Don't forget to mark your diary ladies and gentlerine
The oldest running event of its kind in Great Brites
coming to Faversham next month celebrating tH& 40
Anniversary of the Open House Scheme. On fhe 4
11" and 18 of July between 10.00 and 17.00,
properties of historical and architectural interasé
opening their doors to the general public, and vamat
event 2009 will be.

Entrance is by handbook only, available from tfe 1
June from the Fleur de Lis for only £7.50. The
handbook can be used over the three weekends
allowing maximum viewing flexibility. Property
details and their opening times can be found on the
Faversham website.

Martin Williams & Lisa Murphy

FAVERSHAM SOCIETY OUTINGS -
Pam Boorman
Trip to Great Dixter
Our next trip will be to Great Dixter on July 26
leaving Stone Street at 10am. The gardens open at
11lam and the house opens at 2pm.

There is a shop and tea room. AdmissiorBiS&
for garden and hall or £7.15 for garden only

The cost of the trip is £8 for the coachyorThere
is a list in the Tourist Information Centre at thikeur
to sign. Please note that yowst pay when adding
your name to the list.

Trip to Portsmouth Dockyard

The next trip after the above will be on Septenther
27" to Portsmouth Dockyard leaving Stone Street at
8.30am and returning from Portsmouth at 4.30pm and
arriving back in Faversham at 7.30pm.

The cost is as follows: --

Coach £13

Dockyard £11.50

TOTAL WHEN BOOKING is £24.50. This includes
the Dockyard at the discounted party rate.

The list will be in the Fleur TIC from the 8th July
sign and this MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
PAYMENT IN FULL . The list will close on the 10
September and anyone obtaining a place on the coach
after that will need to make their own arrangeméorts
entryto the Dockyard.

The famous attractions of the dockyard include HMS
Victory and the Mary Rose.
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HIDDEN FOR A HUNDRED YEARS:

FAVERSHAM SOCIETY’'S SECRET WINDOW —
Jean Yeomans

Have you ever read a story that had an olssé
with a secret room?

Here at the Fleur we have a variation on, tva
have a room with a window, but go outside and the
window has disappeared.

Mr. Glancy, our builder, was sealing a silytiin
the museum. He looked out over the rooftops and saw
a rotting window frame. Down on the ground it
couldn't be seen and nothing looked amiss from any
room inside. Mr. Glancy's son climbed onto thefroo
over a ridge, peered round a chimney stack andobing
there it was! He managed to take photos for usfro
this precarious position.

Is it now just the problem of raising the mey to
replace said window (which looks OK from the
inside)? Well no, you see the window turned oubéo
the window of The Doddington Library and we now
have to find an empty, secure, accurately heatethro
for the extremely old books, before the work can go
ahead.

A much bigger problem!

Incidentally we reckon that this hidden wamd
hasn't been seen or painted for over a hundred.year



THE FAVERSHAM SOCIETY COUNCIL

Arthur Percival (Hon Director)
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CHAIRMAN'S LETTER — Peter Tann

| hope you think that the new Council loak
splendid lot. And if splendid is not the word that
comes to mind, then, at least, a happy lot. Miaod,ya
photograph taken in the Fleur garden, in front of o
lovely Georgian shop-front is likely to improve the
appearance of any group of people!

This reference to the shop-front provides it
a neat link to the annual Secret Gardens and Open
House season, which will be well under way by the
time you read this. | hope it prompts you to take
tour this year and take your friends and familyhwit
you — | am forever surprised by the number of
Faversham people who've never been behind those
usually locked front doors and garden gates. &hes
two events combined are the biggest single soufce o
income for the Society. For this, we are extremely
grateful to those members who invite us into their
homes and gardens. Oh, | nearly forgot the neat
link...tea is being served in the Fleur Garden, &t th
initiative of Sue Davidson and Janet Killian. Don’
miss it. They took £90 on the opening day!

Behind the scenes, the Council is wrestlivith
the draft Memorandum and Articles of Association in
connection with the approval given at the AGM to
move towards becoming a charitable company limited
by guarantee. It is pretty tedious stuff, but ainsdy
necessary.

We are moving forward, inch by inch, towards

an article in this slot each month. Next monthid w
be written by our new Vice Chairman, Jan West. In
this way, members of the Council will be able to
express their own views and insights into the Sgp&e
affairs, and you will have the opportunity to get t
know them better. We’'ll try to get a photograph of
each of them as their turn comes up. | hope yoeeag
that this is a good idea.

ARTHUR’'S COLUMN — Arthur Percival

ARTHUR LUCKHURST died on 28 May, at the age
of 88. He was born at 5 Westgate Road, Faversham,
the youngest of four children and had three older
sisters. A long-standing member of the Sociagy,
never sought the limelight, but was hugely helpful
when assistance was needed in fielding the family
history enquiries with which the Fleur de Lis hasib
deluged in recent years. He was speedy and
meticulous, and no trouble was too great.

He was, some time ago, the CO of 1242
Faversham Squadron ATC and it was through the ATC
that he got his RAF commission becoming a Flight
Lieutenant. He was very proud of the 'boys' in the
ATC, followed their careers with great interesdan
continued to maintain an interest in the ATC uhtg
death. He will be much missed.

submitting our application to the Museum, Libraries
and Archives Council for ‘accreditation’ of our
museum. Yes, we are already ‘registered’, butbidre
has been set much higher, and without accreditaten
are less likely to attract future funding for tlelement

of our activities. We have commissioned an
independent report (funded in part by Swale) t@ gis
instruction as to what we need to do. Two early
findings are that we have not been discriminating

enough as to what material we take into our cabbect

Picture Framing

THE FRAMEWORKS

Tanners Street
wide range of mouldings
Teresa Owen
07971513993

(with the predictable result that we've got too mmc
and that we don't attract enough people for thereff
we put in. In the longer term, we hope to addtbiss
by finding ways in which we can improve physical
access to the museum, and how to do what every othe
museum in the country does, i.e. to cause visitors
exit via the shop!

We have made great efforts recently to ower
our accounting processes, leading to the provision
timely and meaningful management accounts. This
might sound boring, but it is essential if we ace t
manage the financial aspects of our Society in an
optimal way. One of the first things we shall dotd
enter all our records onto our own computer weekly,
rather than send paper records to Larkings in
Canterbury monthly. Historic data has already been
transferred to our own computers, thus giving s th
necessary foundation from which to move forward.
We've also adopted on-line banking. We would li&e
introduce direct debits as a way of collecting
subscriptions in the future, because we think vee la
lot of money from members who inadvertently fail to
update their standing order instructions.

I am going to break with the tradition okthast
ten years by not writing a Chairman’s letter every
month. Instead, a different Council member wiliter

9a WEST STREET, the attractive timber-framed
home of Martin Williams and Lisa Murphy, our new
Open House event organisers, features on the ofver
the latest (May/June) issue (No 64)Lidted Heritage

the magazine of the Listed Property Owners Club
(LBOC). Also full details of the event appear the
front page inside — splendid publicity! For mesr
unfamiliar with it, the Club (www.Ipoc.co.uk) is a
business which exists to offer help and advice to
owners of listed buildings, mainly through the bi-
monthly magazine, to which you can subscribe f@ £4
a year. It is based within Swale, at Hartlip. The
glossy magazine is full of helpful information atipls
and, though pro-conservation (of course) sometimes
offers advice when subscribers are at loggerheattts w
their local Conservation Officer.  Contributere all
experts in their fields, and topics are wide-raggin
from  ‘Soundproofing  Older  Buildings’ to
‘Stonemasonry’ in the latest issue. Included\verg
issue is an extensive, and very useful directory of
specialist trades and professions, from ‘Antique
Furniture Restorers’ to ‘Zinc Roofing Contracto(sd
less than three of these!). The advertisememtsiso

be very helpful. Recommended!



THE STORY OF FAVERSHAM'S PARISH
CHURCH of St. Mary of Charity is outlined in a new
DVD now on sale at the Fleur de Lis, price £7.50
(£8.50 by post to UK destinations). Though its
running time is only 19 minutes, it packs in a grea
deal of information about the building, its histagd

its present uses — which are much more wide-ranging
than they were only 20 years ago. It's now much
more of a centre of community life than it was.
Filmed and produced by Kent Education TV, it's well
up to their usual standard, and is enjoyable a$ agel
informative. Recommended.

STEPHEN PHILPOT is the subject of a new study in
the Society’s popular series of ‘Faversham Papers’.
No 89 in the series, it has been published out of
sequence, because of the need for updating aftexsit
originally written — we have since published othigrs
the series up to No 107. You've never heard of
Stephen Philpot? Understandable, perhaps, as sinc
his own time he has sunk into obscurity, but in6. a8
admirer recorded (posthumously) that he was “atgrea
performer, hardly equalled on the harpsichord’So
Faversham can take pride in him, for he was orgjanis
the parish church of St. Mary of Charity for 15 gea
from 1752 to 1767, where he had the good fortune to
be appointed when a new organ was being installed.
Some of the pipes from this time remain in the gnés
instrument and help to give it its distinctive dtal
Only bigger churches retained their organs after th
Reformation, and fortunately Faversham was one of
them — hence its strong musical tradition. From
Faversham, where he had married into the Dawes
family, of Mount Ephraim, Stephen moved to London,
where from 1770 till his death in 1773 he was oigfan
at the Foundling Hospital, founded in 1739 by Thema
Coram (who had a stake in the gunpowder industry).
He was the successor of Handel's friend, John
Christopher Smith, and of course it was at the lHakp
that in aid of funds Handel conducted W#essiah
every year till his death in 1759. Like William
Flackton, his predecessor at St Mary of Charity,
Stephen was also a composer, with songs and
harpsichord studies to his credit. Luke Agatie th
author of the new study, has already contributed a
study of Flackton to the ‘Faversham Papers’ séNes
79). Born in Sydney in 1961, he now lives near
Hobart in Tasmania. An able harpsichordist hifpsel
he is an expert on British music of thé"i@&ntury, not

to mention music-making in early colonial Australia
His study of Philpot includes much about the
contemporary music scene in Faversham and
Canterbury, with (for example) the names of the
instrumentalists of the 22-strong Canterbury Ortriaes

in the 1780s, six of them from Faversham. losvn

on sale at the Fleur de Lis, price £5.50 (£6.5(Qbst

to UK destinations). Maybe it's time to have a
concert of music by Faversham composers, including
the famous John Wilson as well as Flackton and
Philpot?

HAROLD DIXON'S YARNS is another new
contribution to the ‘Faversham Papers’ series which

has been published out of sequence — it's No 98.
‘Yarns’ may suggest a series of disconnected thlats,

4

in fact this is a fascinating series of reminisanput
together by his widow, Shirley. We're now welldan
truly into the 28 century, as Harold (known to
everyone as ‘Dick’) was born in 1932 and died oy
years ago.  His story is that of a working-cléss
who even in the late 1940s found opportunities ekgni
him in Britain and who defied a tough start in g
emigrating to New Zealand and realising his full
potential there as a teacher. Before and aftéiohkl
Service he worked in the Sittingbourne paper nilis,
then one day he passed New Zealand House and saw
that assisted passages were on offer. He driive
Wellington in the (NZ) summer of 1954, and never
looked back. The nation was a bit of a paradox —
leading the world in social reforms, but old-fasted

in its everyday life. It suited Harold down tobet
ground — in Kent he had been groomed to work for
Percy Wells, Faversham’s legendary Labour MP, and
he liked the progressive attitudes and relative
classlessness of New Zealand. His National Servic
was spent in Kenya, so there are colourful
reminiscences of this too. If you don’t know wha
‘Nairobi trains’ are — and they're nothing to dothwi
railways — this is the place to find out. THere
stacks of social history in this illustrated book —
including how Harold used to go cherry- and hop-
picking at Barrow Green, Teynham; how Sittingbourne
became so dangerous in the days of the V1s and V2s
that Harold’'s parents evacuated him to the ancient
Tabard Inn in Southwark; and how when he started
teaching in New Zealand the children were well-
behaved and keen to learn. Now on sale at ther Fle
de Lis, price £5.95 (£7.50 to UK destinations -s it’
heavy!).

PHONE A FRIEND — ARE YOU THE FRIEND?

K6 APPEAL! Jan West

Members may know that our K6 traditional red
telephone box, situated in the courtyard area at th
back of the museum, is in a bit of a sorry stéfevin
Barrett and Gordon Holdstock have been working on
the project to renovate the K6 including the weddaf
the cast iron panels, repainting and re-glazingavhe

of the panels. Gordon also wishes to have the K& a
working telephone box and wishes to install a egbil
panel (for those of you old enough to remembertlités
panel with button A and button B) and then to catne
it to our switchboard.

Given that the Society’s cash flow at the moment is
somewhat limited an appeal is being launched to
finance the project. The costs are a little unE#00
and we have already received a very generous offer
£100 towards the project.

If any Member would like to support this project,
which will be an additional attraction to the museu
please let Jan West in the curator’'s office knal
contributions, no matter how small, will be very
gratefully received. For further information pleas
email —

fleurmuseum@tiscali.co.uk

or telephone 01795 590726



MUSEUM MATTERS - Chris Fagg

There are some colour slides of Favershath an
District — 26 different ones — and they are avédab
you at no cost. You can make your selection and
collect them from the Tourist Information Centre.
Take advantage of this free offer. There is atéuhi
number and no more available when they have gone.

Did you know the Society has over 4,000 old
photographs in its archives, not only of Favershiam,
also the surrounding villages? The photographgean
from landscape to buildings, events, people,
Faversham Creek with sailing barges, hop picking et
These photographs are either in print form or aesl|
and can be copied to your requirements, i.e. siee e
There is a small charge depending on the size ef th
print.  John Robertson is the Hon. Curator of
photographs and can be contacted at the Museum or
tel: 01795 536916, e-mail —
jandsfilms@talktalk.net

A sad tale. Private Ernest W Cutliffe oé tWest
Yorkshire Regiment fought in the First World War.
He was the father of Blanche Rogers, who was well
known, in the past, for her work in this MuseumerH
father was wounded and taken prisoner in March 1918
and we have two precious letters from Lemberg
A/Lahr in Germany, written by him to his wife, Ada,
who lived in Kingsnorth Road with little Blanche can
her sister. He fully expected to return to themt b
sadly died in June 1918. There are also a newspape
cutting reporting his death, a Memorial Certificated
six photographs of the South Cemetery, Cologne.

We also had in the same donation, World War
Defence Medals and St. John Ambulance Medals with
two bars and some St. John Ambulance badges. One
has the name “Vera Cutliffe” engraved on the rewers
Could this be Ernest’s other daughter? With thsse
St. John Ambulance Pendant suspended from a black
bow with pin in a case. It looks quite importantt b
has no name.

Everyone in the Museum is getting ready for
Accreditation. There is a lot of work to be donighw
Forward Plans and Emergency Plans, but we are
progressing.

We recently received 8 aerial photographs of
Faversham, taken ¢ 1990. They are fascinatingdb |
at to find various landmarks as well as locatingiryo
home.

SECRET GARDENS AND THANKS TO
MEMBERS -Jacgie Hitchcock

I must apologies for missing the la$¢wsletter
with my thanks for all the wishes, cards and the
wonderful gifts | received on stepping down frone th
role of Chairman. It was so kind and thoughtfuttoé
volunteers and friends to surprise me in such a
generous way. Thank you so very much. | thought I

might be presented with a bouquet but | was
overwhelmed with a beautiful basket of
carnation, three  vouchers; one for groceries

at Christmas, one for cosmetics and one for dirter
Eastwell Manor. These were followed by a large box
from which rose a coloured balloon attached to Wwhic
was a ticket for an air balloon flight AND an olittieee

so we will always be friends. Now you can underdta
why | was overwhelmed.

Peter Tann, who has stepped into my shokks w
be a Chairman with new ideas and the vitality td pu
them into action. | can think of no one bettetake
on the role. | must say thank you to Peter for the
illuminating words he wrote about me: if only Ilkti
needed a CV | could staple it to the front page

The reason | missed last month’'s deadline
was preoccupation with the programme for Secret
Gardens and my customary battle with my computer
that is as inefficient at carrying oits work as | am
putting it in; but with the tearing of hair and the
shedding of tears we manage. It is not somethiag t
can be completed months in advance because treere ar
always gardeners who realise that theill ‘have find
time to get the garden ready by the first weekend i
June'and so hey presto! We have forty-two super and
divers sights for the visitors to see. Don't miss last
weekend in July; there will be an added joy to visit
of Oare Church garden when visitors will be able to
listen to a quartet from the Oare String Orchestra
playing in the Church. It proved extremely papul
on the June weekend. | would like to thank the
gardeners for showing the fruits of their labourowh
raised money for the Faversham Society by selling
plants and providing refreshments. | would espBcial
like to thank eight year old Megan Gisby who foe th
second year provided cool drinks and biscuits in he
grandmother's garden raising £12.

The last of the Society monthly meetingstfe
season was an informative talk on Brogdale and its
position in the protection and the sustaining o th
2000 species of apples. Did you know there is an
apple called Faversham Creek? | was just as setdpris
as | am sure you are. Just like Granny Smith apple
which grew from a discarded core in the garden of a
Grandma Smith in America. The same happened in
Faversham and the outcome was a tree bearing fruit
by the Creek. It has now become part of the world
famous collection on our doorstep. Like the
Society, Brogdale is always looking for voluntearsd
now shares two of the Fleur's who will spend a iday
the open as well as their time with our super sgcie

DAY TRIP TO HAZEBROUCK -- Jackie Davidson

As most of you will know Hazebrouck is owriti
town in northern France. | am planning a day top f
members to give them the opportunity to get to know
the town, and in the interests of good relatiors, o
course.

The date will be sometime in late Septenaet it
is anticipated that we will leave from Stone Stratt
7.15 am and returning at 9.30 pm (both UK times).

The coach will be provided by Chalkwell, ahe
ferry crossing will be by P&O.

The price will be between £65 and £70 pesq@e,
including breakfast in the Club Lounge, and an
evening meal in the Brasserie on the return journey
The price does not include lunch in Hazebrouck. We
might be given some sort of Reception by the pewple
Hazebrouck, but this has not yet been arrangedatso,
this stage, you should expect to have to buy yeur o
lunch.



Further details will be issued later.

Please let me know if you are interestedsam
as possible. We need a minimum of 33 participamts
make it all work out economically.

Jackie Davidson 01795 471687

CHART GUNPOWDER MILLS MUSEUM
Breeze

Last year, a contractor repairing our rdahings
asked if | could help him with some information abo
two members of his family i.e. his brother andesist
killed on 2 April 1916 in the Great Explosion. Niyst
response was that there were no women working on
that day because it was a Sunday. Thereforeshad
been killed in another explosion? Our recordshia t
Chart Mills museum include an “In memoriam” notice
from theFaversham Newas follows:

In loving memory of Jane POWELL (nee ASHBY)

who died 2 April 1916 in the Great Explosion,

from loving mother, sister and brothers.

Both died on 2 April but several years apart.

Earlier this lady for information about FHBCKS,
said to have been injured in the Great Explosion.
Same thought process, similar response. Our record
at the Chart Mill include a copy of the officialpart
on an explosion on 25 October 1916.

F. HICKS was working on gunpowder in No. 2
Compartment, Eliza HICKS was in No. 5
compartment. Both were severely injured. Two
women were killed and two others died sooaraft
from injuries received.

Local newspapers report inquests and eleguir
into deaths and injuries in considerable detailneO
such report records one of the managers saying, “We
have explosions and accidents most weeks.”

Chart Mill museum is normally open on Saayrd
and Sunday from 2 — 5pm. These records and many
others are available at these times. Other nadt&ot
yet printed out is available with prior notice inmiting
via the Faversham Society or by telephone on
01795-534915.

The Chart Mill museum will be open for the
following special events —

Open House weekends 4, 11, 18 July 11.00am-5.00pm
August Bank Holiday weekend 29, 30, 31 August.
“Maps at the Mill” 2.00-5.00pm

Big Draw Weekend. 10, 11 October.
5.00pm

Trafalgar Day. Wednesday 21 October 2.00-5.00pm
and 7.00-9.00pm

Visitors please make sure you come to otg si
which is off Stonebridge Way, between Chart Close
and Nobel Court, not the Oare site off Bysing Wood
and Western Link.

—John

11.00am-

PLANNING COMMITTEE — Anne Salmon

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - 25 new planning
applications and 1 amended application were exainine
this month and were all accepted except the folgwi

a) Application:- SW/09/0258 - Nortide Hay
Stone Street, Faversham - Removal of chimney
stack. Installation of steel security roller skt -
This application should be refused because therroll
shutters would be harmful to the building creating

forbidding and oppressive appearance and would harm
the character and appearance of the conservatian ar

ARCHAEOLOGY UPDATE -Dr. Pat Reid

2009 continues to be a great year for FSARE,
Faversham Society’s archaeological arm.

Our field season, running from%0 37 May,
was very productive. For the first four days, vedpled
out Jason who needed to dig a soakaway in his garde
on Ospringe St. We were able to dig a five metre
trench at right angles to the A2, opening out the
furthest end to accommodate the soakaway. We
haven't yet finished the post excavation work, but
think it's fair to say that this trench produced rmo
medieval pottery than all the previous Ospringes pit
put together. More exciting still was a large ditnd
substantial flint feature at the end closest to ribed
which looked suspiciously like the much truncated
southern edge of Roman Watling Street. The trench
gave us a rare opportunity to use our skills iraitted
scale recordings of sections and to see patteres av
five metre stretch. Watch this space for more ideta
later on this year.

A second larger excavation was carriedimube
garden of the ever-hospitable Ship Inn. The resofit
a georesistivity survey enabled us to choose a spot
which revealed a substantial flint wall with a ctdab
courtyard surface on one side and indoor mortaorflo
surface on the other. This structure is probably pf
the gatehouse of St. Mary of Ospringe (Maison Dieu)
There is some confusion over the orientation of the
walls of the Hospital, one of the earlier and muskd
maps being misleading in this respect, so the
orientation of the newly exposed wall will be heipiih
resolving these difficulties. | will be includinthis
excavation in my Maison Dieu lecture in September.
Meanwhile, it was lovely to have so many visitors
sharing our excitement on the"™3and 3f May. I'm
also very grateful to theaversham Newgor giving us
such splendid coverage.

Our third and last excavation season isntaki
place for two weeks from 8uly to 2 August. This
is taking place further up the Westbrook valleythe
church area. We have a number of options arising
from the surveying work and research done durirg th
2009 Easter season: final decisions will have been
made at a FSARG meeting on™&Bune, You'll have to
wait until the September issue to hear about our
findings, unless it comes up in the local papers.

Finally, if you see this in time, don't fagthe
Archaeological Road Show at the Faversham Medieval
Fair on 28 June — your chance to bring in those
garden finds that intrigue you and have them
identified.

Clubs, societies and organisations and businesseadvertise in the
Newsletter for £4 per 1/6 column insert.  If rgtgted please contact
Editor. Articles for the Newsletter or adverts framganisations and
clubs are welcomed, and should be recetvgdnidday on the 14"
of the month prior to publication, at the Fleurlds, 10-13 Preston
Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 8NS, addressed to lRaatbath,
Hon. Newsletter Editor, or e-mail: p.moorbath@kaauk

Views expressed are not necessarily those of Ther§laam Society
or of the Editor.

The Faversham Society is Registered Charity No. 9250
www.faversham.org/society



